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Workshop 2  program

17.10-17.25 Introduction to the workshop 
Arne Wangel (chair) & Kossara Petrova 
Bozhilova-Kisheva (co-chair)

17.25-17.45 Which are the relevant and significant social 
impacts in the life cycle of products and services?
Catherine Macombe

17.45-18.05 What kind of decisions to be made by whom can 
be supported by an assessment of social impacts 
in the life cycle of products and services?
Julie Parent

18.05-18.30 Is there a future for S-LCA as a ‘clone’ of LCA?  
Alessandra Zamagni

18.30-18.55 Items for an agenda of future research
All

18.55-19.00 Closing remarks
Arne Wangel (chair) & Kossara Petrova 
Bozhilova-Kisheva (co-chair)



1. Which are the relevant and significant social 
impacts in the life cycle of products and services? 
Wallerstein on world systems: History of global
division and integration of labour – distribution of
wealth and power 
Concept of human well-being – North/South divide;
culture specific
One dimension out of three in sustainability, or a
system by itself

The 11th 
century world 
system
Extent of Silk 
Route/Silk Road. 
Red is land route and 
the blue is the 
sea/water route



Social impacts are contested – calls for a
participatory approach

Consequential SLCA: avoided negative impacts
- problematic

2. What kind of decisions to be made by whom can 
be supported by an assessment of social impacts in 
the life cycle of products and services?









Is there a future for S-LCA as a ‘clone’ of LCA?

Occupational safety and heath

Social impacts of re-engineering product-service
systems for eco-efficiency



Key points
• In which situations is SLCA applicable?

• How to address non-linearity in SLCA?

• Different modelling approaches depending on the 
perspective (public vs. private)

• Support for decision-making



Needs for future research

1. Define the cases for application of SLCA (left 
side) and social assessments (right side):
- Is it only the OHS aspects, which belong to 

the life cycle perspective?
- Can we find more?

2. Refer social impacts to specific product groups

3. Explore feasibility of adopting a broader FU (e.g. 
contex unit: social sphere where the 
relationships take place)

4. Modelling approach for SLCA: how to handle the 
average values in cases of comparison?



Upcoming events

SLCA seminar in Montreal, May 6-7, 2013

23rd Annual Meeting of the Society of 
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry (SETAC 
Europe), May 12-16, 2013, Glasgow
Session:
Building methods for capturing social impacts in the life 
cycle of products and services



Thank you for your participation!


