
“Burden of foodBorne diseases” a seminar organized by the national food institute, 
Technical university of denmark

Foodborne and related diseases caused by infectious diseases, toxins and unhealthy food are a worldwide growing problem 
for human health. Recall the avian flu pandemic, the fenugreek related EHEC outbreak in 2011 or the melamine infant milk 
contamination in 2008. Reliable epidemiological estimates on the burden of foodborne diseases are important in order to 
assess the true burden of foodborne diseases and to calculate the impact of food safety measures. The current seminar 
focuses on how to reliably and quantitatively estimate the burden of disease in different fields of food science. A number of 
renowned international speakers will present the state-of-the-art and progress that has been made in this field.

Programme and speakers:

Chair: Jørgen Schlundt

 9.00 –  9.15 Welcome Dr. Jørgen Schlundt (Director of Institute)

 9.15 – 10.15   Professor Dr. Arie Havelaar, National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM), 
             the Netherlands. Burden of foodborne infectious diseases in the Netherlands and globally.

10.15 – 10.30 Break

10.30 – 11.15 Dr. Joao Breda, WHO regional office for Europe. Global Foodborne BoD in relation to nutrition.

11.15 – 12.00  Dr. Alessandro Cassini, European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control. Challenges and 
  opportunities in estimating the burden of infectious diseases: the BCoDE experience.

12.00 – 13.00 Lunch break

Chairs:  Tine Hald and Arie Havelaar

13.00 – 13.45 Dr. Tine Hald, National Food Institute, Technical University of Denmark. Translational 
  epidemiology: integrating BoD, source attribution and risk assessment.

13.45 – 14.30 Dr. Andy Hart, the Food and Environmental Research Agency (FERA), United Kingdom. 
  Probabilistic food risk-benefit assessment using DALYs and QALYs.

14.30 – 15.00 Firew Lemma Berjia (PhD student), National Food Institute, Technical University of Denmark.   
              Case study: Method development for risk-benefit assessment of focus on optimum health effect 
              determination: vitamin D as an example.

15.00 – 15.30 Dr. Morten Poulsen, National Food Institute, Technical University of Denmark. Models for
  assessing the BoD and how it can be used within toxicology and nutrition.

15.30 – 16.30 Panel discussion with the speakers.

Date: Tuesday 19 February 2013

Registration: Click here to register.
No later than 13. February.

Location: Technical University of Denmark,
Anker Engelunds Vej 1, 2800 Kgs. Lyngby/
Copenhagen. Building 101A, Meeting Room 1.

How to get there: www.dtu.dk/English/About_DTU/
DTU%20Directory/map_of_lyngby

Goal: Methods and approaches for estimating the Food-
borne burden of disease, international model studies, 
NFI’s work and the international perspective.

Keywords: Burden of Foodborne Disease, DALY, 
QALY, Risk analysis, Risk Assessment, Risk Benefit, 
Risk Management, Integrated approach, Evidence 
based health policy.

Intended for: Students and personnel of the DTU 
and especially those involved in science to support 
policy making, and invitees suggested by the 
National Food Institute.

Lunch: Included
 


