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The purpose of the European Union Reference Laboratory for Processing Contaminants (EURL-PC) is to 
provide the National Reference Laboratories (NRLs) with analytical methods for processing contaminants 
in foods, to ensure their analytical quality, disseminate relevant knowledge to the NRLs and advise to the 
Commission. Finally, the EURL-PC is part of the European contingency for food safety with its scope.  
A key part of the task is proficiency test to develop and document the analytical performance by the NRLs 
and official control laboratories as described in EU 2017/625 [1] and EU 2004/882 [2].  
 Most of the activities of the EURL-PC aim to implement:  
·        Efficient methods for determination of processing contaminants  
·        Boosting the communication in the EURL, NRL and official laboratories network  
·        Strengthen education and training  
·        Address knowledge gaps  
·        Ensuring harmonization in analysis performance  
The National Food Institute at Technical University of Denmark (DTU Food) hosts the EURL-PC.  
Focus for the Processing Contaminants in foods are compounds like acrylamide, furan and alkylated furans, 
3-MCPD, 3-MCPD esters and glycidyl esters and PAH as these compounds are of health concern. Analytical 
method used for determination of these compounds includes mainly LC- and GC-mass spectrometry.   
 
[1] Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March 2017 on official controls and 
other official activities performed to ensure the application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, 
plant health and plant protection products.  
[2] Regulation (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 on official controls 
performed to ensure the verification of compliance with feed and food law, animal health and animal welfare rules.  
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