
 
 
General rights 
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright 
owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights. 
 

 Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research. 

 You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain 

 You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal 
 
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately 
and investigate your claim. 
  
 

   

 

 

Downloaded from orbit.dtu.dk on: May 26, 2023

Method for determining localisation and/or velocity information of one or more
portable devices

Stenseng, Lars; Høeg, Per; Overton Chabre Holm, David

Publication date:
2018

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link back to DTU Orbit

Citation (APA):
Stenseng, L., Høeg, P., & Overton Chabre Holm, D. (2018). Method for determining localisation and/or velocity
information of one or more portable devices. (Patent No. EP3293535 ).

https://orbit.dtu.dk/en/publications/c22ad816-30e2-4bbb-b283-4c59d340bf10


Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
3 

29
3 

53
5

A
1

TEPZZ¥ 9¥5¥5A_T
(11) EP 3 293 535 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
14.03.2018 Bulletin 2018/11

(21) Application number: 16187540.6

(22) Date of filing: 07.09.2016

(51) Int Cl.:
G01S 5/02 (2010.01) H04W 64/00 (2009.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME
Designated Validation States: 
MA MD

(71) Applicant: Danmarks Tekniske Universitet
2800 Lyngby (DK)

(72) Inventors:  
• Stenseng, Lars

3400 Hillerød (DK)
• Høeg, Per

2300 Copenhagen S (DK)
• David Overton Chabre, Holm

2765 Smørum (DK)

(74) Representative: Inspicos P/S
Kogle Allé 2
2970 Hørsholm (DK)

(54) METHOD FOR DETERMINING LOCALISATION AND/OR VELOCITY INFORMATION OF ONE 
OR MORE PORTABLE DEVICES

(57) The invention relates to a method of determining
localisation and/or velocity information of one or more
portable devices, such as cell phones, tablets, laptops,
etc. Each of one or more portable devices is intermittently
emitting service/acquisition request signals. These sig-
nals are simultaneously received by one or more sen-

sors, which observe at least two types of observations
relating to the received service/acquisition request sig-
nals at each sensor. The method further determines the
localisation and/or velocity information by using the at
least two types of observations in the same algorithm.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a method of determining localisation and/or velocity information of one or more
portable devices, e.g. electronic portable devices, such as cell phones, tablets, laptops, cars (with mobile network
connection), RF/RFID tags etc.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Location determination of portable devices, such as cell phone or other kinds of communication devices, became
extremely important in the era of internet communication. The portable devices are typically using Wi-Fi and/or Bluetooth
technologies to connect to different communication networks installed all over the world. For instance, by detecting
presence and location of portable devices, the number of pedestrians, cycles, cars, busses, lorries or other vehicles
within a specific area may be determined, and therefore city traffic may be monitored and utilised for traffic optimisation.
Further, by knowing a location of cell phones of users different monitoring can be performed at big events or different
venues, such as crowd management during evacuation of stadiums, stations, large public events and other crowded
places. Cell phones and other portable devices typically use radio-frequency (RF) to exchange data with other devices,
e.g. other smart phones or access points to the Internet. To conserve power, the RF operations are minimized to as few
and short bursts as possible without harming the connectivity. However, these brief signals can experience significant
losses due to environmental conditions what makes it difficult to determine e.g. exact location of an idle portable device.
Standard methods for location determination are typically using one parameter to determine the location of the portable
device. This determination may be performed by a plurality of sensor units. The final solution for location is then calculated
by averaging a plurality of locations determined by the plurality of sensor units. This may introduce large uncertainties
of the determined location.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0003] It is an object of embodiments of the invention to provide a method for determining location and/or velocity
information of one or more portable devices, the method providing a significant improvement in accuracy compared to
existing technologies for the location and/or velocity determination.
[0004] The invention provides a method for determining localisation and/or velocity information of one or more portable
devices, the method comprising following steps:

- each of one or more portable devices emitting, intermittently, service/acquisition request signals;

- one or more sensors simultaneously receiving the service/acquisition request signals, observing from the received
service/acquisition request signals, at least two types of observations; and

- determining the localisation and/or velocity information by using the at least two types of observations in the same
algorithm.

[0005] The present invention relates to a method for determining localisation and/or velocity information of one or
more portable devices. In the present context the term "determining" should be interpreted as ascertaining information
related to a portable device. The localisation and/or velocity information may relate to the position or location of the
portable device, it may relate to whether the portable device is stationary or moving, or it may relate to both location and
velocity of the portable device. This will be described in further detail below. The portable device may, e.g., be a cell
phone, a laptop, a tablet, cars (with mobile network connection), RF/RFID tags, a smart watch, or any other suitable
kind of portable device being capable of emitting service/acquisition request signals. In the present context, the term
"portable" is to be interpreted as e.g. a wireless device such as a laptop, or battery powered such as a cell phone, or a
device, which is not fixed to one place such as a car.
[0006] According to the method of the invention, each of one or more portable devices is emitting, service/acquisition
request signals. The service/acquisition request signals may relate to e.g. probe requests sent from a portable device
to identify networks or network elements to connect to. Further, the service/acquisition request signals may be sent from
a portable device to check whether calls and texts are incoming. These signals may be output automatically and thus
may not depend on the portable device being in active use. Furthermore, the service/acquisition request signals are
emitted intermittently, i.e. they may be output periodically having periods being "on" and being "off". Each service/ac-
quisition request signal may be of a certain frequency or frequency band, may have a certain strength and direction.



EP 3 293 535 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0007] Next, the service/acquisition request signals are simultaneously received by one or more sensors. The sensors
may be a part of global communication networks or may be installed separately in buildings, at streets, or any other
relevant convenient location. The sensors may be capable of simultaneously sensing, e.g., strength, latitude, speed,
frequency, identity, and the transmitted information layer in the request/acquisition data format of a plurality of the
incoming service/acquisition request signals. Each sensor, based on the received service/acquisition request signals,
is further observing at least two types of observations. The observations may be parameters which will be used for
determining the localisation and/or velocity information of a portable device. The sensors may be installed at a prede-
termined distance with respect to each other. The predetermined distance may vary depending on where they are
installed (indoor, outdoor) and what is a required precision for the localisation and/or velocity information determination.
Furthermore, at least three sensors may be distributed such that they for a triangle surrounding the portable device.
[0008] According to the method of the invention, determining the localisation and/or velocity information is performed
by using the at least two types of observations in the same algorithm. The used algorithm is capable of processing at
least two observations at the same time and calculating required information. The used algorithm will be described in
further detail below.
[0009] Since two different types of observations provide complimentary information regarding the location and/or
velocity of the portable device emitting the service/acquisition request signals, the described method enables determi-
nation of the localisation and/or velocity information which is more stable and precise and with reduced noise and
uncertainty compared to a case when only one observation is used in an algorithm or when the solution is averaged
over a plurality of solutions obtained by using one observation per algorithm.
[0010] The observations used for determining the localisation and/or velocity information of a portable device may
include a received signal strength of the service/acquisition request signal, a frequency Doppler shift of the service/ac-
quisition request signals, a direction of the service/acquisition request signals, a time of arrival signal of the service/ac-
quisition request signals between the portable device and the pertaining sensor, or the like. The received signal strength
of the service/acquisition request signal may be used for determination of location of a portable device. The strength
may vary depending on a distance between a portable device emitting the service/acquisition request signal and a sensor
receiving it. Furthermore, the strength may depend on environmental conditions such as weather, conditions, reflective
surfaces or possible barriers. The frequency Doppler shift of the service/acquisition request signals may be used for
determining a direction and speed of a portable device when it is moving. The direction of the service/acquisition request
signals may be used for determining a change in position of a portable device from a previous position to the current
one. The time of arrival signal of the service/acquisition request signals between the portable device and the pertaining
sensor may be used for location determination of a portable device. This time may be influenced by e.g. multipath effect.
[0011] According to one embodiment of the invention, at least one of the at least two types of observations may be a
received signal strength of the service/acquisition request signals. The received signal strength may be combined with
at least one other type of observations, such as a frequency Doppler shift of the service/acquisition request signals, a
direction of the service/acquisition request signals, a time of arrival signal of the service/acquisition request signals
between the portable device and the pertaining sensor, or the like.
[0012] Alternatively or additionally, at least one of the at least two types of observations may be a frequency Doppler
shift of the service/acquisition request signals. The frequency Doppler shift of the service/acquisition request signals
may be combined with at least one other type of observations, such as one or more of the types of observations mentioned
above.
[0013] Alternatively or additionally, at least one of the at least two types of observations may be a direction of the
service/acquisition request signals. Similarly, to what is described above, the direction of the service/acquisition request
signal may be combined with at least one of the other types of observations described above.
[0014] Alternatively or additionally, at least one of the at least two types of observations may be a time of arrival signal
of the service/acquisition request signals between the portable device and the pertaining sensor. Once again, similarly
to what is described above, the direction of the service/acquisition request signal may be combined with at least one of
the other types of observations described above.
[0015] Three or more types of observations may be used for determining the localisation and/or velocity information.
For instance, the received signal strength may be combined with two other types of observations, such as with the
frequency Doppler shift of the service/acquisition request signals and the direction of the service/acquisition request
signals. In another embodiment, the received signal strength may be combined with the time of arrival signal of the
service/acquisition request signals between the portable device and the pertaining sensor and Doppler shift of the
service/acquisition request signals. In yet another embodiment, the received signal strength may be combined with the
time of arrival signal of the service/acquisition request signals between the portable device and the direction of the
service/acquisition request signals. Furthermore, the direction of the service/acquisition request signals may be combined
with the frequency Doppler shift of the service/acquisition request signals and the time of arrival signal of the service/ac-
quisition request signals between the portable device and the direction of the service/acquisition request signals. In yet
another embodiment the received signal strength of the service/acquisition request signal may be combined with the
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frequency Doppler shift of the service/acquisition request signals, the direction of the service/acquisition request signals,
and the time of arrival signal of the service/acquisition request signals between the portable device and the pertaining
sensor.
[0016] Each of the observations described above is associated with an error magnitude, describing the uncertainty
on a single observation. By combining at least two different types of observations it is possible to reduce uncertainties
and faults of the determined localisation and/or velocity information of one or more portable devices as each of the
observations provides a complementary information about a portable device.
[0017] According to one embodiment of the invention, the service/acquisition request signals may be radio frequency
(RF) signals. The RF signals are to be interpreted as signals having a frequency or a frequency band that lie in the range
from approximately 3 kHz to approximately 300 GHz, and include frequencies used for radio communications or radar
signals. To conserve power, operations of the RF signals may be minimized to as few short signals per period of time
without harming the connectivity between a portable device generating the RF signal and a network access point.
[0018] By having the service/acquisition request signals being RF signals, the method can be easily implemented on
an already existing infrastructure of networks which typically use RF signals to exchange data between different portable
devices and network access points.
[0019] According to one embodiment of the invention, the service/acquisition request signals may be emitted in the
form of bursts. In the present context the term "burst" should be interpreted as a signal periodically generated over a
short period of time, i.e. over a period of time, which is significantly shorter than the time period between two bursts. A
burst may have a duration, which is a fraction of a second to several milliseconds. The burst duration may be within the
interval such as 0.1 ms-5.0 ms, such as 0.1 ms - 1 ms, such as 0.1 ms - 0.6 ms, such as 0.15 ms - 0.5 ms, such as 0.15
ms - 0.3 ms, preferably 0.2 ms. Each burst may be followed by a waiting period with duration ranging from 20 ms to
several minutes. Namely, a portable device may output bursts, e.g., 10 to 100 times per minute, such as 20-90, such
as 30-80, such as 40-70, such as 50-60, and preferably 55 bursts per minute. A burst cycle for e.g. a Wi-Fi probe request
may be as follows: the portable device may transmit one or several service/acquisition request signals, each with a
duration of 0.1 ms - 2 ms, followed by a 20 ms - 40 ms of receiving period. The portable device may then switch to
another channel and may repeat the transmit/receive sequence. When all or a selected subset of channels have been
probed, the portable device may be in standby for a longer period, such as between 10 s and 5 minutes, typically 1
minute - 2 minutes.
[0020] By having the service/acquisition request signals in the form of bursts which the portable device may output
automatically, the determination of the localisation and/or velocity information of a portable device will not depend on
the device being in active use. Additionally, by having brief signals emitted power consumption of the device may be
reduced.
[0021] According to one embodiment of the invention, one or more sensors may be broadband sensors covering one
or more communication channels, the communication channel(s) being used for communicating the service/acquisition
request signals. In this context the term "broadband" may be interpreted as a frequency band which spans at least two
of the communication channels which are used by the portable devices for communicating the service/acquisition request
signals. The frequency band may, e.g., span over a standard frequency range of Wi-Fi systems (2-6 GHz, according to
the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) standards 802.11), cellular technologies
(3G/4G/5G/WIMAX/LTE ranging from 5-20 MHz, optionally up to 40 MHz, according to International Telecommunications
Union - Radio Communications Sector (ITU-R) specifications), Bluetooth systems (v. 1.0-4.2 at the frequency range
2.4-2.485 GHz), and RFID technologies (120-150 kHz, 13.56 MHz, 433 MHz, 865-868 MHz, 2.45-2.8 GHz, and 3.1-10
GHz).
[0022] To allow several portable devices to communicate with RF signals simultaneously without interfering with other
portable devices, one portable device may use one or few RF signals. A frequency, or a set of frequencies, used by a
network or a network access point may be unknown to the portable device and the portable device may therefore need
to scan all available frequencies to find the service in question. By using a broadband sensor covering a relatively wide
RF band, a number of possible observations may increase with a factor equal to the number of frequency bands covered
by the broadband sensor. The larger the number of observations the more precise the information about the portable
device will be. The scaling covers all the different types of observations. This increase in the amount of observations
can be used to decrease the error and provide a mean for outlier detection and removal. Namely, if a portable device
is simultaneously monitored on multiple channels the device may be identified multiple times (at least once on each
channel). Since the error decreases when the number of observations increases, the result may be improved by tracking
the device on multiple channels instead of only one.
[0023] The localisation and/or velocity information may contain one or more of the group consisting of: presence of
the portable device, position of the portable device, change in the position of the portable device, velocity of the portable
device, and change in velocity of the portable device as a function of time. Namely, the information may be identified at
six different complexity levels. The simplest information about a portable device may relate to a presence of a portable
device as a function of time. This information may be widely used in e.g. airports for crowd monitoring and providing
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different data to travellers on e.g. required time to move from one zone before security to another zone after security.
The information in this case may be determined with one or more sensors. The next level of complexity may be the
information containing a presence and distance from a pertaining sensor as a function of time and for this determination
at least two sensors may be required. The third level of complexity may be the information containing a presence and
location determined with two coordinates (X, Y) of standard Cartesian coordinate system as a function of time. Further,
the information may contain a presence and location determined with three coordinates (X, Y, Z) as a function of time.
Yet more complex information of a portable device may contain a presence, location (X, Y, Z) and a velocity vector
determined by two coordinates (Vx, Vy) as a function of time. The sixth level of complexity may relate to the information
containing a presence of portable device, location (X, Y, Z), and a velocity vector (Vx, Vy, Vz). In order to determine the
information of a portable device which has a complexity higher than 3, three or more sensors may be used. By having
more sensors than the minimum required the error in determining the localisation and/or velocity information of one or
more portable devices may be minimized.
[0024] In one embodiment of the invention, the velocity vector may be determined directly from a frequency Doppler
shift of the service request/acquisition signal. Namely, the velocity information may be estimated by observing an inter-
section of the Doppler shift in frequency observed by at least three stationary sensors. The at least three stationary
sensors can observe the Doppler shift from the movement (velocity). One sensor can observe only a part of the velocity
vector that is projected onto the line of sight between the portable device and the sensor. If the portable device is observed
with two sensors where the angle between the two lines of sight is larger than 0°, the most probable 2D velocity vector
of the portable device may be determined. Adding a third sensor with a line of sight lager than 0° to the plane spanned
by the two first lines of sight the full 3D velocity vector can be determined. The position of the portable device may also
be derived as an intersection between hyperbolic surfaces of constant (observed) Doppler surrounding each sensor.
[0025] In another embodiment, the velocity vector may be determined by determining a location of the portable device
at two different points in time. As in the above described embodiment, at least three sensors may be used to determine
the velocity vector. Namely, three estimates of directional velocities may be combined to a full 3D velocity vector.
[0026] In one embodiment of the invention, the algorithms used for determining the localisation and/or velocity infor-
mation of one or more portable devices may contain statistical dilution of precision (DOP) for the position information
(PDOP) and time information (TDOP). The algorithm is correlating at least two observations in one equation, setting
different weights on different observations.
[0027] The algorithms giving the solutions matrix S consist of three matrix operators, 

where M represents the measurements operator based on the actual observables, P is the parameter operator based
on the measurements of the system of sensors, and R the retrieved data from the whole system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0028] The invention will now be described in further detail with reference to the accompanying drawings in which:

Fig. 1 illustrates determining a localisation information of a portable device using a received signal strength of a

OPERATORS/
MATRICES

OBSERVABLES/PARAMETERS/SYSTEM

Measurements Time, Sensor id, Frequency channel, Channel width, Signal type, Signal strength, Access point 
antenna number, Azimuth angle, Zenith angle, unit id, Tx/Rx information and housekeeping data 
of the sensors and each communicating RF-unit.

M = F(obs)

Parameters Parameters (as position, time, and time window) for each unit ID, derived from all the sensors that 
have been monitoring the unit ID in question. This is done for all unit IDs that have been observed 
by two sensors or more in the observational volume, defined by the total coverage of all sensors.

P = F(M)

Retrieval Linear regression applying least-squares solutions on the calculated P matrix for each unit ID in 
the observational zone.R = F(P)

Solutions Solution matrix giving for each mac ID the information: time, unit ID, position, velocity, direction, 
dwell time since the last estimate of that unit ID, and dilution of precision (DOP) for the position 
information (PDOP) and time information (TDOP).

S = R * P * M
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service/acquisition request signal;

Fig. 2 illustrates determining a localisation information of a portable device using a direction of the service/acquisition
request signals;

Fig. 3 illustrates determining a velocity information of a portable device using a frequency Doppler shift of the
service/acquisition request signals; and

Fig. 4 illustrates determining a localisation and/or velocity information of a portable device simultaneously using a
received signal strength of a service/acquisition request signal and a direction of the service/acquisition request
signals.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0029] Fig. 1 illustrates a well-known method for determining localisation information of a portable device 1, in the
form of a cell phone, by using a trilateration of received signal strength of a service/acquisition request signal by multiple
sensors 2, 3, and 4. In the situation illustrated in Fig. 1, three different sensors 2, 3, and 4 will receive a service/acquisition
request signals from the portable device 1. Based on strength of the received service/acquisition request signal, each
sensor will create a circle 2a, 3a, and 4a with a centre at the sensor and a radius based on strength of the received
service/acquisition request signal. By determining an intersection area of the three circles, the localisation information
of the portable device 1 will be determined. A radius of circles can also be estimated based on a time of arrival signal
of the service/acquisition request signals between the portable device 1 and the pertaining sensor. Typically, in such a
configuration one sensor is capable of observing only one observation at the time.
[0030] Fig. 2 illustrates determining localisation information of a portable device 1, in the form of a cell phone, using
a direction of received service/acquisition request signals. As in the previously described example, the localisation
information about the portable device 1 will be determined by using a cross-point between the directions 2b, 3b, and 4b
determined by the sensors 2, 3, and 4 respectively.
[0031] Fig. 3 illustrates determining velocity information of a portable device 1, in the form of a cell phone, using a
frequency Doppler shift of received service/acquisition request signals. The velocity information of the portable device
1 is estimated by an intersection of the lines 2c, 3c, and 4c which are the lines of carrier frequency Doppler shift observed
by the sensors 2, 3, and 4. The sensors 2, 3 and 4 observe the Doppler shift from the movement of the portable device
1. One sensor observes only a part of the velocity vector that is projected onto the line of sight between the portable
device and the sensor. This line of sight has a direction along 2c, 3c or 4c. If the portable device is observed with two
sensors where the angle between the two lines of sight is larger than 0°, the most probable 2D velocity vector of the
portable device may be determined. Adding a third sensor with a line of sight lager than 0° to the plane spanned by the
two first lines of sight the full 3D velocity vector can be determined.
[0032] The situations illustrated in Figs. 1-3 are well known per se and when used alone in different algorithms.
Estimation of the information about the portable device 1 may have a considerable error, when using only one type of
observations, particularly because of shortness of the service/acquisition request signals. According to the invention, at
least two different types of observations, e.g. two or more of the types of observations illustrated in Figs. 1-3 and described
above, are combined in the same algorithm, and the localisation and/or velocity information of a portable device can
thereby be determined with high accuracy.
[0033] Fig. 4 illustrates how a localisation and/or velocity information of a portable device 1, in the form of a cell phone,
can be determined by simultaneously using a received signal strength of a service/acquisition request signal and a
direction of the service/acquisition request signals. Each of sensors 2, 3 and 4 simultaneously observe direction 2b, 3b,
4b and signal strength 2a, 3b, 4b of a service/acquisition signal. All these observations from the sensors 2, 3, 4 are then
combined in one algorithm. By combining a number of simultaneous observations in one algorithm the obtained locali-
sation and/or velocity information is more precise than the information obtained in the methods described above with
reference to Figs. 1-3, and using only one type of observation. Adding further types of observations will further increase
the stability and accuracy in the obtained localisation and/or velocity information of the portable device 1.

Claims

1. A method of determining localisation and/or velocity information of one or more portable devices, the method com-
prising following steps:

- each of one or more portable devices emitting, intermittently, service/acquisition request signals;
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- one or more sensors simultaneously receiving the service/acquisition request signals, observing from the
received service/acquisition request signals, at least two types of observations; and
- determining the localisation and/or velocity information by using the at least two types of observations in the
same algorithm.

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein at least one of the at least two types of observations is a received signal
strength of the service/acquisition request signals.

3. A method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein at least one of the at least two types of observations is a frequency
Doppler shift of the service/acquisition request signals.

4. A method according to any of the preceding claims, wherein at least one of the at least two types of observations
is a direction of the service/acquisition request signals.

5. A method according to any of the preceding claims, wherein at least one of the at least two types of observations
is a time of arrival signal of the service/acquisition request signals between the portable device and the pertaining
sensor.

6. A method according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the service/acquisition request signals are radio fre-
quency (RF) signals.

7. A method according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the service/acquisition request signals are emitted in
the form of bursts.

8. A method according to any of the preceding claims, wherein one or more sensors is/are broadband sensors covering
one or more communication channels, the communication channel(s) being used for communicating the service/ac-
quisition request signals.

9. A method according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the localisation and/or velocity information contains
one or more of the group consisting of: presence of the portable device, position of the portable device, change in
the position of the portable device, velocity of the portable device, and change in velocity of the portable device as
a function of time.

10. A method according to claim 9, wherein the velocity vector is determined directly from a frequency Doppler shift of
the service request/acquisition signal.

11. A method according to claim 9, wherein the velocity vector is determined by determining a location of the portable
device at two different points in time.

12. A method according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the algorithm contains statistical dilution of precision
(DOP) for the position information (PDOP) and time information (TDOP).
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