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Abstract. Recrystallization kinetics in copper cold-rolled to 90% reduction, with and without 
significant widening, was investigated by electron backscatter diffraction. It was found that the 
recrystallization process was slightly retarded, and the development of the cube recrystallization 
texture was largely inhibited in the widening sample. Cube grains were observed to have a growth 
advantage by a factor of 2 in the non-widening sample, while this growth advantage was not 
observed in the widening sample. The development of the cube texture in the two samples is 
discussed. 

Introduction 
The recrystallization process, including recrystallization kinetics and microstructural evolution, 

in cold-rolled face centered cubic metals has been widely investigated. In particular, the formation 
of a strong cube recrystallization texture has been discussed intensively, and has been related to 
oriented nucleation and/or oriented growth. Several parameters, such as initial grain size, 
deformation strain and material purity have been found to affect the cube texture development [1-
5]. It is normally assumed that rolling is equivalent to plane strain compression, i.e. that there is no 
change in the sample dimension along the transverse direction (TD). However, when the initial size 
of the sample along TD is small, significant widening during rolling is observed [6]. In aluminium, 
it has been recognized that significant widening strongly inhibits the development of the cube 
texture during recrystallization [7]. On the other hand the complete elimination of widening as in 
channel-die compression reduces the strength of the cube recrystallization texture [8]. The objective 
of the present paper is to compare two otherwise identical samples which have been rolled with and 
without significant widening, and to investigate the recrystallization kinetics in these two samples. 

Experimental 
The initial material was commercial oxygen free high conductivity copper with an average grain 

size of 22 µm. The initial texture was very weak. Further details of the material can be found in [9]. 
Specimens with a starting thickness and width (w0) of 5.2 × 44.1 mm2 and 9.3 × 13.4 mm2, 
respectively, were rolled homogeneously to 90% reduction. The relative widening was calculated as 
(𝑤 −𝑤0) 𝑤0⁄ , where w is the sample width at 90% reduction. The relative widening was 8.4% and 
38.6% in the two samples respectively. The amount of widening in the first sample is normal for a 
rolled sample (e.g. [8]), while that in the second sample is significant, and cannot be ignored. These 
two samples are termed NW (non-widening, or better normal widening) and W (widening) samples 
in the following. Both samples were annealed isothermally at 150 °C for various time periods. The 
longitudinal planes in the center of the specimens were characterized by electron backscatter 
diffraction (EBSD) with a step size of 1 µm. Recrystallized grains were identified automatically 
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from the EBSD data by a program developed for this purpose, the DRG program [10]. A large 
density of twin boundaries developed during recrystallization, and these twin boundaries were 
considered as normal high angle boundaries for defining recrystallized grains, which means that 
twin parts of a grain were treated as separated grains. 

Results and discussion 
The volume fractions of the main components of the deformation textures of the two samples are 

summarized in Tab. 1. In both samples, the S texture component is the dominant component, but the 
S component is stronger in the NW sample. The volume fractions of copper and brass texture 
component are similar in the two samples. Also in both samples, there is a weak cube texture 
component. 

The evolution of the volume fraction of recrystallized material (VV) is plotted in Fig. 1a as a 
function of annealing time. The recrystallization process is slightly retarded in the W sample. The 
same data are plotted in the form of −ln (1 − 𝑉𝑉) against annealing time on a log-log scale in Fig. 
1b. A linear relationship is observed for VV less than 60%, with slopes equal to 1.38 and 1.83 in the 
NW and W sample, respectively. At longer annealing time, the slopes decrease. The data do not 
follow the simple JMAK relationship 𝑉𝑉 = 1 − exp (−𝑘𝑡𝑛) any longer. A similar result has been 
observed for copper rolled to 92% reduction previously [11]. 

The textures after recrystallization in the two samples are also listed in Tab. 1. The cube texture 
component becomes the dominant texture component in the NW sample, with a volume fraction of 
about 50%. In the W sample, the volume fraction of the cube component is only 13% after 
recrystallization. 

  
Fig. 1. a) Evolution of the recrystallized volume fraction as a function of annealing time and b) the 
same data as in a) plotted as −ln (1 − 𝑉𝑉) against annealing time on a log-log scale. 

Tab. 1 Volume fractions of different texture components of the deformation and recrystallization 
texture in the NW and W samples. Texture components are defined using a 15° deviation to the 
ideal orientations. It has to be noted that the NW and W samples were only 85% and 83% 
recrystallized after the longest annealing times used here. The recrystallized volume fraction of each 
texture component VVi,cor are thus calculated as VVi,cor=VVi,measured/VV. 

Sample State cube copper brass S other 

NW 
Deformation 1% 14% 22% 40% 22% 

Recrystallization 48% 1% 3% 15% 33% 

W 
Deformation 1% 13% 19% 31% 37% 

Recrystallization 13% 4% 5% 20% 58% 
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The growth rates of cube and noncube grains in the NW and W samples are determined using a 
methodology first suggested by Cahn and Hagel [12] and later extended to include analyses of 
growth rates as a function of orientations [13] (see Fig. 2). The growth rates decrease with time as 
𝐺 = 𝐺0𝑡−𝑟, with r around 1 for both cube and noncube grains, in both samples. The cube grains 
have a higher growth rate (by a factor of about 2) in the NW sample. In this sample, the average 
grain size of cube at the end of recrystallization is 11 µm, which is about twice that of noncube 
grains (6 µm). The cube grains, however, do not show an obvious growth advantage compared with 
noncube grains in the W sample. It has to be noted that the average grain size of cube grains (7 µm) 
is slightly larger than that of noncube grains (6 µm) at the end of recrystallization in the W sample. 
However, the average size of cube grain is already 7 µm at the beginning of recrystallization, and 
with longer annealing times, the average size does not increase because continuously many small 
new cube grains form, some of which by twinning of noncube grains.   

  
Fig. 2. Average Cahn-Hagel growth rates of cube and noncube recrystallized grains in a) the NW 
sample and b) the W sample. For a given texture group i, the average growth rate is calculated as 
〈G〉i = (dVV/dt)i /SV,i, where the SV,i is the volume density of surface area between recrystallized 
grains of the ith texture component and the surrounding deformed matrix. 

The less developed cube recrystallization texture in the W sample can, at least partly, be 
attributed to the absence of a growth advantage of cube grains during recrystallization. In the NW 
sample, it was found that a small number of cube grains have very large grain sizes at the end of 
recrystallization, which contribute a lot to the cube recrystallization texture and to the larger 
average cube size. These huge cube grains are termed supercube grains [14]. It has been suggested 
[14] that the growth advantage of cube grains may originate from these supercube grains, while 
other cube grains grow at a similar rate as noncube grains. In the W sample, there are a few large 
cube grains, but their size advantage compared with the noncube grains is not as obvious as the 
supercube grains in the NW sample. It is interesting to note, however, that cube grains do have 
larger average size from the beginning of recrystallization in the W sample. A few cube grains with 
a size as large as 30 µm are observed in the W sample after 10 minutes annealing. However, it 
seems that these relatively large cube grains observed at the beginning of recrystallization do not 
continue to grow at a high growth rate to reach a huge final size. The difference in deformation 
texture may partly explain this observation, since the rolling texture is weaker in the W sample. 
However, the growth of recrystallized grains is complex [15], and more detailed investigations, 
especially in-situ investigations, are underway to further the understanding of the development of 
supercube grains. 

Conclusions 
Specimens were cut to two different dimensions and cold-rolled to 90% thickness reduction. 

Significant widening was developed in one of the samples. The deformation texture was slightly 
weaker in the widening sample, while the recrystallized textures were significantly different: a 
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strong cube texture developed only in the non-widening sample. The recrystallization process was 
slightly retarded in the widening sample. The recrystallized cube grains were found to have a 
growth advantage by a factor of 2 in the non-widening sample, which was not observed in the 
widening sample. This growth advantage of cube grains was related to the appearance of supercube 
grains in the non-widening sample. They are only a minor fraction of the cube grains, but they grow 
with a higher growth rate and reach a very large final size. 
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